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AM ENPMRNTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method of automatically tracking and balancing 
"account receivable data comprising: 

(-a) -submitting a billing data file to a processing entity said billing data file 
comprising customer account records representing accounts receivable for a given 
Carrier; 

(!•>) -separating determining each of said customer amount records intoa s one of at 
least two tracking data sets based on pre-defined criteria:, 

(ef computing the total amount of accounts receivable located in each tracking 
data set related to a said given Carrier; 

(^comparing the total amount of pre-proce&sed accounts receivable related to 
flsmd given Carrier to the total amount of processed accounts receivable related to said 
Carrier; 

(e) creating a discrepancy report comprising saictCarriers-whoso i£thctotal 
amount of pre-processed accounts receivable do not equal the total amount of processed 
accounts receivables; and 

(fKreating a settlement report for eaehsaid Carrier whese if the total amount of 
pre-processed accounts reccivablc^ubmitted equals the total amount of processed 
accounts receivable* 



2, (Original) / The method of claim 1 further comprising routing said 
discrepancy report to at Jeast one location accessible to at least one discrepancy source- 
identifier. 

3, (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising routing said 
settlement report to at least one location accessible to at least one end-nser of said 
settlement report 
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4. (CuiTently Amended) The method of claim 2 cfr 3 wherein said at least 
one location is a workstation connected to the processing e^itio&systemeotity by a local 
network, 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 Wherein said customer account 
records comprise a unique means to identify the Career that generated the customer 
account record. 

6. (Original) The method of cl^m 5 wherein said customer account 
records further comprise a customer account lumber. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 5 wherein said customer account 
records further comprise the amount payable for services rendered by said Carrier. 



8, (Original) The methrfd ofclaim 5 wherein said customer account 
records further comprises the billing cycle in which the customer account is payable. 

9, (Currently Amendedy The method ofclaim 8 wherein the billing cycle is 
the criteria used to s^>arated etomiyo each of the customer account records ifltoa s one of 
said tracking data sets. 

1 0, (Currently Amended) The meLhod of claim 1 wherein the tracking data 
sets include a Billed data set Wherein said Billed data set comprises said customer 
account records with accounts payable in ttea current billing cycle. 

1 1 , (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the tracking data 
sets include an Unbilled aata set wherein said Unbilled data set comprises said customer 
account records with accounts payable in a further billing cycle. 
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12. (Original) The method of claim/1 wherein the tracking data sels 
include an Error data set wherein said Error da}/ set comprises invalid customer account 
records. 

13. (Currently Amended) 'pfie method of claim 1 wherein the discrepancy 
report comprises: 

a) -1he total amount of account receivable data submitted to the processing entity 
relating to a said given Carrier/and 

b) the total amount of account receivable data located in each tracking data set 
relating to said Carrier. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the settlement report 
comprises the ainojM of accounts receivable located in each tracking data set relating 
said Carrier. 



15. / (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising 
establishing an agreement between a plurality of saujCarriers and asaid processing 
entity, sam Carriers agreeing to submit said billing data files to the processing entity and 
said processing entity agreeing to process said billing data files and remit payment to said 
Carriers. 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) A system for automatically tracking unci balancing 
account receivable data comprising: / 

(aV a Carrier submitting a billing data file to a processing entity^ said billing data 
\ file comprising customer account records representing accounts receivable Tor a 

\ gi vensa id Carri cr; and, / 
(b^-separatin glhe proces sing e n lily, / 

determ inin g each of said customer accc/unt records i«loMjoneof at least 
Iwo tracking data sets based on pre-defined criteria; / 

(o) computing the total amount of accounts receivable located in each 
tracking data set related to ft-gwe» smd Carrier; / 

(d) comparing the total amount of pre-processed accounts receivable 
related to ft-g-iveft saitl Carrier to the total amount of processed accounts receivable related 
to said Carrier, / 

^creating a discrepancy report comprising smcLCarriers whoseifthe total 
amount of pre-processed accounts receivable do not equal the total amount ofprocesscd 
accounts receivables; and / 

(^•creating a scttlcment/eport for ettd*said Carrier whese if the total 
amount of pre-processed accounts receivable submitted equals the total amount of 
processed accounts receivable. / 

1 7, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 6 further comprising a 
notifieat ion devic e routing saidiiscrepancy reports to at least one location accessible to 
at least one discrepancy source-identifier, 

18. (Currently Afrnendcd) The system of claim 16 further comprising a 
notificatio n device r outing saicLsettlemcrit reports to at least one location accessible lo at 
least one end-user of said settlement report. 

19, (Curremly Amended) The system of claim 16 wherein the proc essing 
e ntity includ es a datastorage device stoFesstprine said billing data files submitted to the 
processing entity ana stores fitorin g said tracking data sets. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16 wherein the processing 
entity inclu dcs_a tracking device sepaFftte&dctcniiinin ii^ach of said customer account 
records ifto as on e , of sauLat least two tracking data softs based on said pre-defined 
criteria. / 

21. (Currently Amended) The system k claim 1 6 wherein thc_pjoc^sing 
entit y includes a rcconcilialion device* / 

ul -cofiies copviim a giveft - said Carrier's accounts receivable from said tracking 
data sets based on said p re-defined criteria; / 

bfcoinptHes computing tlic total amount of processed accounts receivable for said 

Carrier; / 

e^wparescompiiriog the total avfiount of pre-processed accounts receivable with 
the total amount of processed accounts /eccivable submitted for said Carrier; 

dv^retto crea ling a discrepancy report if the total amount of pie-processed 
accounts receivable docs not equal the total amount of processed accounts receivable 
submitted for said Carrier; and / 

e)H^at^$ei;cjit]na a settlement report if the total amount of pre-processed accounts 
receivable equals the total amount of processed accounts receivable submitted for said 
Carrier, / 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21 wherein said discrepancy report 
contains a list of Carriers whdse total amount of pre-processed accounts receivable did 
not equal the total amount of processed accounts receivable submitted for said Carrier, 

23. (Original) Tlic system of claim 22 wherein said settlement report contains 
the total accounts receivable computed in each tracking data set for a Carrier whose total 
amount of pre-processed /accounts receivable equals the total amount of processed 
accounts receivable submitted for said Carrier* 
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